
P A T I E N T  R E F E R R A L 
C R I T E R I A1

Patients with more than one of the following risk  

factors and who are New York Heart Association 

(NYHA) Class III or IV should be considered for 

referral for mechanical circulatory support (MCS) 

and/or cardiac transplantation evaluation.

Functional Assessment
■ �Inability to walk one block without 

shortness of breath

■ �Intolerant or refractory to ACE 
inhibitors, angiotensin receptor 
blockers, or beta-blockers

■ �One heart-failure–related hospital 
admission in the past 6 months2

■ �CRT nonresponder

■ �High diuretic dose 

(eg, 120 mg/d furosemide)

Lab Assessment
■ �Serum sodium < 136 mmol/L

■ �BUN > 40 mg/dL or serum 
creatinine > 1.8 mg/dL

■ �Hematocrit < 35%
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Documented MCS Benefits
■ �Restoration of hemodynamics

■ �Reduced mortality

■ �Improvement in cardiac output

■ �Improvement in quality of life

■ �Improvement in end organ 

(renal/hepatic) function
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HeartMate II® provides dramatic and  
sustained improvements in quality of life 
for advanced stage heart 
failure patients.3-6


